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Letter from the Chairs
Dear delegates of the Security Council,

The two of us are honored and truly delighted to be chairing in
what is arguably the most important committee of the UN: the Security
Council, for BSBMUN VIII! As chairs, we hope to see each and
everyone of you engaged in debate, while noticing your
accomplishments. During our dynamic committee sessions, we
anticipate to be amazed by your discussions, passionate speeches,
resolutions that will bring tranquility to the global community, and
overall debating skills.
As you all must be aware, the UNSC deals not only with warfare
and imminent threats, it operates in a much broader scope: from
intervening in malicious abuses of power (such as totalitarian
governments), to strengthening bonds between countries and discussing
the future of military technologies.
With that being said, we will have a few busy days ahead of us. We
hope this study guide will give you the foundation to better understand
the topic and give you room to further research in order to perceive your
delegation's positions on these issues. If any delegate has any doubts or
concerns regarding this document or the overall committee, please do
not hesitate to contact us. We are excited to meet all of you and hope you
enjoy the conference!

Daniel Cavalieros

Julia Lins

Head Chair

Vice Chair
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Committee Description
The Security Council is the United Nations' most powerful
body, with "primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security." Five powerful countries sit as
"permanent members", being China, France, Russia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States of America. These were the great
powers, or their successor states, that were the victors of World War
II. Permanent members can veto any substantive resolution,
including those on the admission of new member states or nominees
for the office of Secretary-General. The other 10 honorary members
are elected with two-year terms.
Since 1990, the Council has dramatically increased its activity
and it now meets in nearly a continuous session. It dispatches
military operations, imposes sanctions, mandates arms inspections,
deploys election monitors and more.
The decisions adopted by the Security Council are legally
binding texts that apply to all UN Member States, only being
overruled by the General Assembly or the Secretary General. When
peace is seriously threatened, the Security Council can adopt
resolutions imposing obligations or sanctions on one or more States.
To resolve international conflicts, the Security Council sometimes
imposes sanctions; deploys Peacekeeping missions that bring
soldiers and police directly into conflict zones. Though,
peacekeeping is the UN's largest and most expensive activity, also
being controversial, especially when "robust" operations apply lethal
force.
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Topic A: Discussing the situation in
Afghanistan regarding the Taliban takeover

Taliban fighters take control of Afghan presidential palace after the Afghan President Ashraf Ghani fled the country, in Kabul,
Afghanistan, Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021. (AP Photo/Zabi Karimi)

Aim
With the United States leaving Afghanistan and the old government toppling to
give rise to the Taliban’s reign, tensions are at their highest in regards to the human rights
and economic issues that the country is facing. The Taliban has also been pushing for
recognition as a legitimate government. The aim of this committee will be to determine
the measures (if any) that will be taken in regards to the Taliban and its human rights
crisis. Other things that will be up for discussion include whether it should get a
permanent seat at the UN or be recognised as a legitimate state.
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Context
Over a year has elapsed now since the Taliban has controlled Afghanistan,
and yet its government has yet to be recognized by any country this time around.
As of now, Afghanistan, including its military and capital, are under the control of
the Taliban, the country’s economy has collapsed, and the human rights crisis
continues to worsen.

Introduction - First Reign and Fall of the Taliban
The Taliban is a predominantly Pashtun, Islamic fundamentalist terrorist
group that originally came to power in Afghanistan in 1996. In the time of its reign
over the country, it was recognized only by three countries and never obtained a
seat at the United Nations. Its control over the country lasted until 2001, and was
characterized by a reign of terror consisting of merciless policies in the treatment
of women, religious minorities and political opponents. In this time frame, the
Taliban also provided a safe haven for terrorist group Al-Qaeda, which would
ultimately prove to be their downfall.
Following Al-Qaeda’s infamous attack on the Twin Towers on September
11th of 2001, the United States led an invasion into Afghanistan that toppled the
Taliban’s regime.

The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (2001-2021)
In 2001, the Afghan Interim Administration under Hamid Karzai was
formed and given control of the country, aided by both the United States and the
UN. 3 years later, in 2004, the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan was established.
Under this government, In 2014, the country held its first democratic elections, in
which Ashraf Ghani came to power.
Throughout this shift in power in Afghanistan, the Taliban did not dissolve,
but instead regrouped in Pakistan, creating a constant insurgency and being in
constant war with both Afghan and NATO troops. Thousands of NATO troops
Security Council | Page 6 of 28
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remained in the country to fight the Taliban army and to train and advise Afghan
forces, and in 2015 it was estimated that about “147,000 people had been killed in
Afghanistan since 2001.”
Throughout this government, the country was also nonetheless in a state of
poverty and famine, which began to improve only around 2015. However, this
government was both recognised internationally and given a seat at the UN, both
things which the Taliban aspired to do and yet could never achieve.

US Withdrawal of Troops and Taliban Takeover
Finally, after 20 years of this war, on April 14th of 2021, NATO troops
announce they will be leaving Afghanistan, unknowing of what would follow. A
day after, Taliban troops begin mobilizing. Taking advantage of collapsing Afghan
government forces, they begin to take over districts, then major cities, and
eventually, on August 15th of 2021, the Taliban takes over Kabul and regains
control over Afghanistan.
The immediate impact of the Taliban’s takeover was both apparent and
catastrophic- within the same month, Afghanistan’s economy that was largely
dependent on humanitarian aid (most of which came from the United States)
collapsed completely. Many citizens lost their jobs and livelihoods as the country
entered a hyperinflationary period.
International pressure mounts on Taliban leaders to affirm they would not be
stripping away the human rights of their citizens, particularly of women and girls
and religious minorities. On September 7th, 2021, the Taliban would come to
announce the formation of an interim government, made up entirely of Taliban
men.
Just one month after the Taliban’s takeover, the number of families reporting
insufficient food increased by 13%, and in March of 2022, the Taliban reversed
their promises of allowing girls above the 6th grade to attend school, turning away
Afghan girls from school that same month. Since then, the food availability,
poverty, and human rights abuses have only worsened.
Security Council | Page 7 of 28
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Key Terms
Taliban: A predominantly Pashtun, extremist Islamic fundamentalist terrorist
group
Western World: The Western world, also known as the West, refers to various
regions, nations and states, depending on the context, most often consisting of the
majority of Europe, Northern America, and Australasia. This typically includes
most countries of the European Union as well as the U.K., Norway, Iceland,
Switzerland, the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.
Warfare: Engagement in or the activities involved in war or conflict.
Extremist: The quality or state of being extreme or the advocacy of extreme
measures or views.
Terrorism: the intimidation or coercion of populations or governments through
the threat or perpetration of violence causing death, serious injury or the taking of
hostages.

Positions of Major Blocs and Countries
Afghanistan (The Taliban):
Perhaps the most obvious player in this conflict, Afghanistan is now being
controlled and represented by the Taliban (although this is not official, and the
Taliban does not in fact have a seat nor is recognised by the UN, in this Security
Council meeting they will be represented). In short, the Taliban must defend its
ruling of Afghanistan, both in its legitimacy as well as in its measures and
practices, which have come under scrutiny by the International community,
particularly their treatment of women and girls. Most likely the Taliban will try to
find allies in Russia, China, Pakistan, other Islamic countries and other members of
the Second World.
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Pakistan:
Pakistan is a major player in this conflict not only given its geographical proximity,
sharing 2,640 kilometers of border with Afghanistan, but also due to its close
involvement with the Taliban. Notably, the Taliban regrouped and gathered forces,
operating largely in Pakistan while NATO troops resided in Afghanistan. There
was little action from the Pakistani government to eradicate these forces. As well,
according to a representative of the Taliban, Pakistan is one of “about 8” countries
to accept diplomatic relations with the Taliban. Pakistan is also one of few
countries to have recognised the Taliban as Afghanistan’s legitimate government.
However, it should also be noted that the Taliban, now having come to power, has
challenged the status of their border and provided a haven for the Pakistani
Taliban, who aim to establish a similar form of government in Pakistan as the
Taliban has done in Afghanistan.

United States of America:
The United States is perhaps second only to Afghanistan itself in terms of
relevance in this conflict. Being the country both targeted by and that eventually
toppled the original Taliban rule over Afghanistan back in 2001, they are arguably
the Taliban’s biggest opposition in the international community. Having helped
with humanitarian aid and manpower in the form of troops throughout the reign of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the United States withdrew funding, troops
and other forms of aid upon the takeover of the Taliban. They also helped evacuate
both American citizens and some portion of Afghan citizens who sought to flee the
country, and do not and have never recognised the Taliban as a legitimate
government. The United States has also various times condemned the Taliban’s
treatment of women and girls, lack of diversity, and violent practices, particularly
preventing citizens from fleeing Afghanistan.

Russian Federation:
The Russian federation has taken a nuanced stance regarding the Taliban, having a
sort of enemy-of-my-enemy relationship with them, aiming to antagonize the
Security Council | Page 9 of 28
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United States. Russia began to trade with the Taliban, signing a deal to supply
gasoline, diesel, gas and wheat to Afghanistan in September of 2021, as well as
helping their commerce overall. Since the Ukraine invasion, and the oil and gas
embargo from Europe and the United States, this only strengthened, with Russia
importing increasingly more oil to Afghanistan. However, Russia still has not
recognised the Taliban as Afghanistan’s official government.

France & The United Kingdom:
France and the United Kingdom are paired because they have essentially the same
stance on the Taliban. As members of NATO, they both sent soldiers into
Afghanistan after the Taliban’s government was first toppled, helping to maintain
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, in addition to contributions of humanitarian
aid. Both countries align largely with the United States, also do not recognise the
Taliban as the official government of Afghanistan and condemn their treatment of
women and lack of diversity and violent practices.

China:
China, like Russia, takes a more nuanced approach towards the Taliban, and has
not condemned their human rights practices as sternly as countries aligned with the
United States. Most experts believe that China has been unofficially speaking to
the Taliban for many years, carefully engaging them, but are yet to offer official
diplomatic relationships (which would mean recognising them officially). Thus,
like the rest of the world, China has not thus far acknowledged the Taliban as an
official government.

Timeline of Important Events
September 27th, 1996

The Afghan Civil War of 1992-1996 ends with the
advances of the Taliban taking control of Kabul and
establishing the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
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September 1st, 2001

Al-Qaeda-organized aerial attack on twin towers in the
United States results in 2,996 American deaths and
over $30 billion in damage.

October, 2001

The United States invade Afghanistan, bomb
Al-Qaeda camps and bring the Taliban regime to its
end.

December, 2001

The Afghan Interim Administration is formed, under
Hamid Karzai, and the United Nations establish an
assistance force led by the US in order to keep the
Taliban out of power.

2004-2021

In 2004, the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is
established. Afghanistan holds its first democratic
elections, and within this time period poverty and
famine within the country start improving with help of
humanitarian aid and NATO forces.

April 14th, 2021

NATO Announces it will be withdrawing troops from
Afghan territory after 20 years of occupation.

May-August 2021

As troops begin to leave Afghanistan, The Taliban
mobilizes through the months of May through August,
rapidly conquering districts and major cities.

August 15th, 2021

The Taliban takes over most of the Afghan territory,
re-capturing Kabul and defeating the Afghan army.
Afghanistan’s democratically elected president Ashraf
Ghani flees the country.

August 2021

Due to the Taliban’s takeover of the country, $8 billion
in Afghan assets held abroad are frozen, as well as
billions in development and other aid. Almost
overnight, the Afghan economy collapses.
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Relevant Documents and UN Resolutions
● Timeline of events in Afghanistan since Taliban takeover (ABC News)
● https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un_documents_type/security-council-resolu
tions/?ctype=Afghanistan&cbtype=afghanistan (previous UN Security council
resolutions on Afghanistan)
● https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/human/civilians/afghan
(focus
on
civilians)
● https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/asia-and-the-pacific/south-asia/afghanistan/re
port-afghanistan/ (focus on human rights)
● https://giwps.georgetown.edu/event/solutions-for-addressing-the-humanitarian-cris
is-in-afghanistan/ (focus on possible solutions)
● https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/01/how-mitigate-afghanistans-economic-a
nd-humanitarian-crises (focus on economy + possible solutions)
● https://www.economist.com/asia/2022/06/08/the-taliban-government-has-proved-s
urprisingly-good-at-raising-money (focus on Taliban’s economic strategies)
● https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/afghanistan
(human
rights report afghanistan)

Guiding Questions For Debate
1. How has the (human rights) of (demographic) changed in Afghanistan since
the Taliban’s takeover?
2. How does the conflict affect the people of _______?
3. What measures can be taken to ensure the prevention of another bloody civil
war? Should there be physical interventions?
4. What is the role of the UN and members of the UNSC to ensure peace is
reached? What can countries do to contribute and/or punish?
5. How should the question of Afghan immigrants be handled? Should there be
mandatory acceptance?
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Topic B: Settling the status of the Guantánamo
Bay Detention Center

Aim
Guantánamo Bay Detention Camp has reached its 20th year of service, with
its doors the closest they've ever been to finally closing. With the United States
having withdrawn their armed forces in August of 2021, it extinguished the war
between both nations that had started in 2001, after the September 11th attacks.
With the conflict at its most serene ever, the international community wishes to
close the Guantánamo Bay Detention Camp in order to uphold the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The aim of this committee is to once and for all
appease the situation and settle the status of the Guantánamo Bay Detention
Center.

Context
Guantánamo Bay Detention Camp (a.k.a. Gitmo) is a U.S. detention facility
on the Guantánamo Bay Naval Base, located on the coast of Guantánamo Bay in
southeastern Cuba. Built during the initial stages of 2002, the detention camp was
Security Council | Page 13 of 28
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used to house Muslim militants and suspected terrorists captured by U.S. forces in
Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere, mainly after the September 11 terrorist attacks.
The facility soon became a target of worldwide controversy over alleged violations
of the legal rights of detainees under the Geneva Conventions and accusations of
torture or abusive treatment of detainees by U.S. authorities. With the US war in
Afghanistan having come to a close in 2021 after President Biden’s withdrawal of
American forces from Afghanistan, there is no longer a need for the Guantánamo
Bay Detention Camp. However, due to lack of decisive action from the US
Government (past and present), the detention camp has remained active.

Introduction - History of Guantánamo Bay
Before the region was known for Gitmo, Guantánamo Bay was known as the
Spanish Bahía de Guantánamo, an inlet of the Caribbean Sea which indents
southeastern Cuba. Being a large and well-sheltered bay, it has a narrow and long
harbor, perfect for accommodating large vessels. The importance of the bay came
from the Windward Passage between Cuba and Haiti that links the Atlantic Ocean
to the Caribbean Sea and Panama, where U.S. marines landed there in 1898 during
the Spanish-American War.
The United States situated themselves in Guantánamo Bay with the
implementation of a 45-square-mile (116-square-km) naval base by treaty in 1903,
which now includes fortifications and airfields. However, since the 1959
revolution, the Cuban government has frequently protested the U.S. presence and
periodically has threatened to seize the base.
The area is used primarily as a U.S. fleet training base in the Caribbean Sea.
Nonetheless, the purpose of Guantánamo Bay would change during the 21st
century. From 2002 it served as an internment facility for Muslim militants
following the U.S. campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq, which were most evidently
consequences of 9/11, which is an alias for the terrorist attacks that ocurred on
September 11th, 2001. The attacks, which were plane hijackings, were conducted
by 19 attackers affiliated with al-Qaeda, where 4 US commercial airplanes were
taken over to be used suicide attacks targeting the Twin Towers, the Pentagon, and
a US Federal Government building. The U.S. campaigns in the middle east were
Security Council | Page 14 of 28

BSBMUN VIII | 17yh - 19th November 2022

launched due to al-Qaeda's activity in Afghanistan and Iraq. Those who were
captured were sent to the Guantánamo Bay Detention Center.

Violations of Human Rights
Following the camp's establishment in early 2002, Guantánamo Bay began
receiving suspected members of al-Qaeda, and fighters for the Taliban, the Islamic
fundamentalist faction that had ruled Afghanistan (1996–2001) and harbored
al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden and his followers. Over time, the detention
center had been packed with hundreds of prisoners, however, they were held at the
camp without charge and without the legal means to challenge their detentions.
This had caused the population of the Guantánamo Bay detention center to
overwhelmingly grow, since more and more prisoners were convicted, while none
were being released.
The Bush administration of the US Government affirmed that it was neither
obliged to grant basic constitutional protections to the prisoners, since the base was
outside U.S. territory, nor required to observe the Geneva Conventions regarding
the treatment of prisoners of war and civilians during wartime, as the conventions
did not apply to “unlawful enemy combatants.” This was soon noticed to have been
an obvious strategic plan from the US government, since if the prisoners were kept
on US soil, they would undergo trial from the US Judicial system. In 2006, the
U.S. Supreme Court declared that the system of military commissions that was to
be used to try selected prisoners held at Guantánamo was in violation of the
Geneva Conventions and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. Albeit, soon after
the legality of the commissions was restored in 2006 by the Military Commission
Act, which also denied the federal courts jurisdiction to hear habeas corpus
petitions on behalf of foreign detainees. In 2008, however, the court overturned the
latter provision of the law by ruling (in Boumediene v. Bush law case) that foreign
detainees did have the right to challenge their detentions in the federal courts.
Despite the court’s decision, several prisoners who had been cleared for release in
other countries or for transfer to their home countries continued to be detained,
either because no country would accept them or because their home countries were
deemed too volatile to guarantee their secure imprisonment.
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Subsequently, The camp was repeatedly condemned by international human
rights and humanitarian organizations, such as Amnesty International, Human
Rights Watch, and the International Committee of the Red Cross, along with
criticism from the European Union and the Organization of American States
(OAS), for alleged human rights violations. The allegations came from the prisons
use of various forms of torture during prisioner interrogations. In response to such
criticism, the Bush administration generally insisted that detainees were well cared
for, and that none of these “enhanced interrogation techniques” employed on some
prisoners were torturous. Despite that, in 2009 the U.S. official in charge of
military commissions at Guantánamo declared that the detainee suspected as a
would-be hijacker in the September 11 attacks could not be prosecuted because he
had been tortured. Additionally, according to U.S. officials, the use of such
techniques had in many cases yielded valuable intelligence on the leadership,
methods, and plans of al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations, such as in the
interrogation of Khalid Sheikh Muhammad, the alleged mastermind of the
September 11 plot.

United States Administration
In response to the multiple allegations of violations of human rights, on
January 22, 2009, Democratic Pres. Barack Obama fulfilled a campaign pledge by
ordering the closure of the facility at Guantánamo within one year and a review of
ways to transfer detainees to the United States for imprisonment or trial. He also
required interrogators to use only the techniques contained in the U.S. Army’s field
manual on interrogation, none of which was considered torturous. Albeit, the
closure of the Guantánamo camp was subsequently delayed by opposition from
Republicans and some Democrats in Congress, who argued that housing the
detainees in prisons on U.S. soil would imperil national security.
In 2013 more than half of the camp’s 166 detainees, some of whom had been
cleared for release or transfer, engaged in a hunger strike to draw attention to their
situation. While the population of the prison did decrease from 242 to 41 during
Obama’s time in office, it was never closed, where at one point his administration
designated 48 men for indefinite detention. One obstacle Obama faced in trying to
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close the prison was the National Defense Authorization Act of 2015, which
banned the transfer of imprisoned men at Guantánamo Bay military prison to U.S.
soil. This obstacle to the closure of the prison remains in place.
After Obama’s two terms as president, Donald Trump was elected as United
States President, where his administration not only refused to close Guantánamo
Bay military prison, but also pledged to fill it with more prisoners. During a 2016
campaign rally he said, “Guantánamo Bay, which by the way…we are keeping
open. Which we are keeping open…and we’re gonna load it up with some bad
dudes, believe me, we’re gonna load it up.” In 2018 Trump signed Executive Order
13823 overturning Obama’s order to close the prison and authorizing the
government to “transport additional detainees” to Guantánamo Bay. In 2017
Trump’s Department of State also dismantled the Office of the Special Envoy for
Guantánamo Closure, which was responsible for organizing the release of
individuals imprisoned and for monitoring them post-release.
Although the conditions at Guantánamo Bay have reportedly improved in
recent years, such “improvements” confirmed the previous extent of Guantánamo
Bay’s restrictive and harsh conditions. For example, the remaining men imprisoned
are now allowed a change of clothes, analog wristwatches, and are no longer kept
isolated in their cells all day. However, the men still imprisoned at Guantánamo
Bay argue that these slight improvements do not take away from the fact that they
are not free. Abdul Latif Nasser, a prisoner held in Guantánamo Bay, wrote in
February of 2020, “You might say things are better here in Guantanamo than they
used to be. I am no longer kept in solitary confinement in a freezing, empty cell, as
I was for the first four years…. But the mental anguish, the pain and humiliation of
being shackled for no reason—that never changes.”
Since 2002, roughly 780 detainees have been held at the American military
prison in Cuba. As of 2022, 36 remain, where 12 have been charged with war
crimes in the military commissions system, of which 10 are awaiting trial and two
have been convicted. In addition, three detainees are held in indefinite law-of-war
detention and are neither facing tribunal charges nor being recommended for
release. The remaining 21 are held in law-of-war detention but have been
recommended for transfer with security arrangements to another country.

Security Council | Page 17 of 28

BSBMUN VIII | 17yh - 19th November 2022

The current US President and his administration, Joe Biden, is intending on
closing the Guantánamo Bay detention facility by the end of their four year term,
however, it was noted that few key steps have been taken in order to close the
prison. In spite of the fact, the Biden administration has recently started to appoint
positions within the government to assist in the transfer of detainees, but many
critics of the Biden administration’s action on closing the prison, both within and
outside the administration, say newer crises have been occupying the national
security staff, and the potential for being branded soft-on-terrorism has slowed the
administration’s efforts.
Another main concern is the White House’s hope to avoid backlash that
stymied former President Obama’s plans after his high-profile calls to shut the
prison down. Congress responded to the Obama administration’s effort to close the
prison in 2010 by enstating a ban on the transfer of Guantanamo detainees to the
U.S.

Key Terms
Terrorism: The intimidation or coercion of populations or governments through
the threat or perpetration of violence causing death, serious injury or the taking of
hostage
Administration: The United States Presidential management of public affairs and
government.
Detainee: A person held in custody, especially for political reasons.
Human Rights: moral principles or norms for certain standards of human behavior
that are regularly protected in municipal and international law.

Positions of Major Blocs and Countries
United States of America:
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The United States of America is working toward the goal of closing the
Guantánamo Bay Detention Center, primarily through the transfer of the current
detainees to their territory. However, the government has made it clear in the past
that compared to other crises and situations, the situation in Guantánamo Bay has
often become sidelined, causing delays in processes to close the prison. The United
States is looking to first transfer the prisoners either to their territory or to other
countries, such as countries of origin of prisoners. However, it must be made clear
that the US wants the prisoners to be held accountable for their actions, most likely
being tried through judicial systems.

Afghanistan (the Taliban):
The recently taken over Afghani government is extremely critical of the actions
from the US regarding the Guantánamo Bay Detention Center, due to the fact that
many prisoners were either members of the Taliban or al-Qaeda, or were
imprisoned during the US war with Afghanistan. However, it must be known that
the current Afghani government is taken over by the terrorist organization the
Taliban, and that their actions against the international community should be
considered and that they should be held accountable.

Iraq:
Iraq was also a major member within the United States’ war in the Middle East,
with them previously even being a country at war with the North American nation.
However, due to the end of the US combat mission in Iraq, the US and Iraq have
maintained a bilateral relationship, where US troops have remained in Iraq to
advise, train, and assist the Iraqi security forces against the ongoing ISIL (Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant) insurgency, however it is important to remember how
the US targeted Iraq, especially where US officials falsely accused Saddam
Hussein of harboring and supporting al-Qaeda.

Russian Federation:
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Though not directly related to the issue in any major way, in all likelihood, the
Russian Federation will take an extreme and anti-American position on this issue,
doing its best to highlight and weaponise the human rights violations committed by
the United States against it. Albeit, the Russian Federation is currently at war with
Ukraine and most of the international community, which is a major point regarding
the fact that Russia and Putin have been heavily criticized for war crimes against
Ukraine, which could lead to points regarding prisoners of war that Russia may
have taken during the conflict.

Cuba:
Being the country where the prison finds itself, Cuba would mainly like to close
ties to their relations with the US in regards to the conflict, not wishing to be seen
as an accomplice to the US government's human rights violations. This is
especially clear through Cuba’s strong diplomatic relations with Russia, meaning
that they will also stand with an anti-American position, along with the fact that the
relationship between US and Cuba has never been neutral or mutual.

The European Union (France, UK):
Due to the European Union’s critical response to the Guantánamo Bay prison, they
are in favor of the closure of the detention camp. The European Parliament has
even called upon Member States to accept inmates from Guantánamo Bay.
However, that does not go without the possible consequences that the US should
face for their violations against human rights.

People’s Republic of China:
China, also being a nation that isn’t directly involved to the issue, will also take an
anti-American position on the topic, however that fails to mention the many human
rights violations the Chinese government has been accused of, which is a possible
point that the US may use to counter points from China.
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Timeline of Important Events
November 13, 2001

George W Bush, issues a military order on the
“Detention, Treatment and Trial of Certain
Non-Citizens, in the War Against Terrorism,
authorizing the US to hold foreign nationals
in custody without charge indefinitely, and
prevents them from undertaking any legal
process to challenge their detention.

December 28, 2001

A memorandum from the US Justice
Department to the Pentagon explains that
prisoners held in Guantanamo Bay are not
eligible for habeas corpus rights protecting
against arbitrary detention because they are
not on US soil.

January 11, 2002

The first 20 detainees arrive at Guantanamo
Bay’s Camp X-Ray and are held outdoors in
wire mesh cage

January 18, 2002

The International Committee of the Red Cross
begins visiting prisoners in Guantanamo Bay.
On the same day, the Bush administration
ruled that Guantanamo prisoners do not
qualify as prisoners of war and are not entitled
to the protection of the Geneva Convention.

February 21, 2002

A US federal judge dismisses a challenge to
the detention of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay
filed by the Center for Constitutional Rights, a
legal advocacy group.

February 1, 2022

A memorandum from the Department of
Justice to then-White House Counsel Alberto
Gonzales advises that the president can
authorise a wide range of “enhanced
interrogation techniques” that would not
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amount to torture and therefore not be
prosecutable under US law. Even if torture did
occur, the memorandum argues, the theory of
“necessity” or “self-defence” could be used to
eliminate any criminal liability.

March 11, 2003

A federal appeals court rules that Guantanamo
detainees have no legal rights in the United
States.

May 9-14, 2003

Guantánamo Bay prison population reached
680 detainees.

July 3, 2003

Bush designates six suspected members of
al-Qaeda eligible for the first military
tribunals since WW2.

October 9, 2003

The Red Cross warns of the torturous
interrogation methods used in the prison.

November 8, 2004

US District Judge James Robertson orders a
halt to the military commissions under the
circumstances of them being unlawful.

July 15, 2005

Judge Robertson’s order to halt military
commissions is overturned by the US Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
Court.

December 30, 2005

The Detainee Treatment comes into law,
banning the use of cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatments of prisoners, however it
does not assist the right for prisoners to
challenge their detention.
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February 15, 2006

A UN report recommends the closure of
Guantánamo Bay Detention Center.

June 10, 2006

Three Saudi Arabian prisoners die by
apparent suicide.

June 28, 2006

The US Supreme Court rules that the Bush
administration’s military commissions violate
the laws of war and international conventions.

July 12, 2006

Geneva Convention is applied to Guantanamo
detainees.

June 12, 2008

The US Supreme Court rules on Boumediene
v Bush and Al Odah v United States that
detainees should have the right to challenge
their detention in US Federal Courts through
habeas corpus petitions.

November 16, 2008

Presidential Candidate Barack Obama
declares his intention to close Guantanamo
Bay prison.

January 14, 2009

A public statement admitting that a detainee
was tortured is released by a Bush
administration official, which admittid that
the treatment of a Saudi prisioner met the
legal definition of torture.

January 22, 2009

Newly elected President Obama issued three
executive orders which ordered the closure of
the prison in one year, the banning of the use
of CIA interrogation techniques, and a review
of detention policy options.

June 11, 2009

Mohammed el Gharani is released, 8 years
after his arrest in Pakistan when he was 14
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years old.

November 2009

Obama admits a planned deadline for closing
the facility by January 2010 will be missed.

March 7, 2011

Obama signs an executive order to resume
military
trials at Guantanamo Bay,
establishing a system to hold multiple
detainees indefinitely, therefore breaking his
campaign promise.

April 24, 2011

WikLeaks releases classified US military files
which showed that Guantanamo Bay held
more than 150 innocent detainees for multiple
years.

March 12, 2013

Inmates launch hunger strikes over claims of
deteriorating conditions.

February 23, 2016

Obama proposes a final plan to close the
military prison at Guantanamo Bay and
transfer remaining detainees to a facility in
the US, although the plan was unsuccessful
due to it not being approved.

January 20, 2017

Donald Trump is inaugurated as the US
President, where during his campaign he
pledged that the prison would continue
detaining more people.

January 30, 2018

Trump signs an executive order to keep
Guantanamo prison open.

April 27, 2019

The navy commander of the task force that
runs Guantanamo Bay prison is fired for
declines in his ability to command.
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January 20, 2020

Joe Biden is inaugurated as US president,
with desires to close the prison.

December 27, 2021

Biden signs a $770 billion military spending
bill with the intent of closing the prison before
his term ends, however the federal
government is still not allowed to transfer
inmates to US territory.

August 2021

The United States withdraws its final
remaining troops from Afghanistan, allowing
the Taliban to take over the Afghan
government.

January 11, 2022

20 year anniversary since the first inmates
arrived at Guantanamo Bay prison.

September 17, 2022

The Biden administration appoints for the first
time a member to oversee detainee transfers.

Relevant Documents and UN Resolutions
● Calls for Closure of Guantánamo Bay Detention Center
● UN Experts address concerns regarding Guantanamo Bay detainees

● Resolution Nº 2/06 on Guantanamo Bay Precautionary Measures
● UN Human Rights Council: Statement under item 4 General Debate,
addressing Guantanamo

Guiding Questions For Debate
1. How does Guantanamo Bay Prison impact ______?
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2. How does this affect the people of _______?
3. What are the true motivations for the Guantanamo Bay prison?
4. What measures can be taken to ensure the permanent closure of Guantanamo
Bay Prison?
5. What is the role of the UN and members of the UNSC to ensure that peace is
reached? What can countries do to contribute and/or punish?
6. What are the effects of such tensions and human rights violations on other
countries and how should they act upon it in the committee to ensure their
views and goals are met?
7. How can measures be taken and the human rights of both prisoners be
respected at the same time?
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